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! " Bowator Tillman Charges Sonntor MeLau-
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A Fist Fight in the Senate.

rin with Bolng Govorned by [Tmproper
Motives In Vollog for tho Ratilentlon of
the ‘t'renty of Pavls—Sonntor MeLuurin
Deoinrad “that the Htntoement |8 0 Wilfal,
Mallelous nnd Dellberato Lls,"” Whaore-
upon THiman Jomped at MoLaurio and
Hit Mim, and MoLaurin It Baelk, aod
thoey had s Rough and Tumble #ight.

Washington, Feb, 22,—In accordance
with a long-time custom on Washington's
birthday the farewell address of Wash-
ington was read to the senate today im-
mediately aicer the body convened at 11
o'clock Henator Burrows, of Michigan,
read the immortal document,

At the conclusion of the reading at
11:50 Senator Lodge presented a memo-
rial from {he Massachusetts legislature in
favor of such an amendment to the con-
stitution, as would place it within the
power of coligress to enact laws regulat-
ing the hours of labor in the various
slates,

When routine business had been con-
cluded Henator Tillman resumed his
speech in opposition to the pending Phil-
lippine tariff bill, which he began yester-
day. Ile referred to the reading of Wash-
ington’s farewell address as similar to the
reading in our churches of the Se. mon on
the Mount, as the one evidently has as
little effect as the othier, as it secemed that
we today are prone '‘to spit upon the

rinciples enunciated hy dm Father of
iis Country,”

Discussing the Philipplue taviff bill he
deelared that no revenueswere nendad by
the insular government in the Pinlippines
as it had ample fuiis.  1vhe sole object of
the bill was that the Philippine Archipel-
ago should be exploited and made to fur-
nish an opportunity to the few to reap a
golden harvest from the islauds

He declared further along, with respect
to Cuba, that the purpose of the adininis-
tration was to give protection to the Cu-
ban plantations in order to put millions
of dollars in Lhe pockets of sugar and to-

gceo trust Thus it was, too, with the
Philippives. It was proposed to give the
Orlental Archipelago the sawe sorb of
free trade as Porto Rico had been given.
That was the ‘‘ganie,"! le insisted, and
just gs sure as the sun shines it was the
purpose to afford American capitalists ev-
ery gpportunity to acquire possession of
the valyahle pro erties in the Philip-
Hnes, '""¥et,” sdjd he, “God save the
mark, we pretend tg be honest,"

HAenator Tillman maintained that iu-
slead of trying to civilize and clevate the
Pilipluoes the government might better
have spent some of the $400,000,000 ex-
pended in the Philippines in eolonizing
the negroes in the southern states of this
country.,

HOW THI FIGHT WAS PROVOKTD,

When he later directed a question at
‘‘his fricuds on the other side of the cham-
her,” Semnator Spooneringuired to whom
he referred.

‘*I have many friena. on the :'L}?ublicau
gide,’! said Senator Tillman, “Personal-
ly, yon are a nice, clegn-hearted set of
men, hut politically you are the most in-
famops cowards and hypocrites that ever
happened.” [Laughter. ]

In the course of his speech Senator
Tillman became involved.in a lively collo-
guy with 8enator Spomer, of Wiscousin,
regarding theralification of the Paristrea-
ty, The South Carolina sehatoreferred to
Henator 8pooner'sconnuients in his speech
yesterday upon the part taken by Willinmn
J. Bryan in securing thie ratifieation of
the treaty He agreed with the Wiscon-
sin senator that the influence of Mr, Bry-
an was potent, but insisted that even his
influence was not sufficient to induce the
senator to ratify the trealy, for after he
had done all that it was possible for him
to do, Senator Tillmarn asserted, the re-
publicans yet lacked votes enough Lo se-
eyre ratification,

"“¥ou know,” he shouted, shaking his
finger at the repyblican side, *how those
vates necessary were secured,”

f"How were they secyred?” demanded
Seuator Spom;ur.

1 kyow if the sengtor does not,'’ re-
pliet] Senator Tillman, **] haye received
information in confidence from that side
of the chamber. T know from that that
improper influences were used in gelling
these voles,”

“Name the man,” insisted Senator
Spoouer, "upon whom those influences
were brought to bear. It is duethe sena
wr and due the country that he name
him. A maa who impeaches another in
confidence is a coward. If the senator
knows of any man who has been improp-
erly influenced he should name him **

“I know,” asserted Benator Tillman,
“‘that the patronage, the I'ederal patron-
age, of a gtate has been parcelled out toa
genalgr since the ratification of that
tregty.” '

“What stgte?”’ demanded Sengtor
Bpaoner,
‘‘South Carolina,’’ sghouted Senator
Tillman.

“Then," said Senalor Spooner, 'I leave
on to fight the matter out with your col-

eague,”

'E;Well " retorted Senator Tillman, “‘I
never shirk the responsibility for a state-
ment | wake. I know that he (Senator
McLayrin, his colleague,) voted for the
treaty. I!lr.uow that improper influences
were hrought to hear,
leye. '

“*You simply beliave,” retorted Senator
ﬂpooupr. what you do not know."

AN INTERLUDI,

This ended the incident for the tihe,
but the fecling engendered manifested
itself later ina thrilling and sensational
scene.

Senator Tillman continuing his speech,
read some letters from soldiers in the
Philippines, detailing the alleged cruel.
ties practiced upon the natives by the
American forces, IHe told of 160 Filipinos
of whom the writer stated the water cure
had been administered, resulting in the
death of all but 26 of them,

Senator Hoar interrupted to say that
he had received many letters making
charges against the American forces, but
in every {ustance the writers had given
him the information either in confidence
or ag incidents of which they merely had
heard and of which they professed to
know nothing personally. e protested
agalnst information of that kind and de-
clared: ‘I do not want anybody to tell
me in strict confidence of a murder."”

I know what I be-

1865.

to defend Gen IPunston, upon whom, he
said, the comments of Seoator Lilliman
had reflected, as the soldiers who were
charged in the letters the South Carolina
senator had read with the eruelties were
under Gen. Fnuston’s command, Senator
Burlon read Gen, [Punston’s explicit de-
ninl of the very story which had been ve-
ferred to by Senator Tillman, the denial
concluding with the statement:

“This slatement I wish to brand ns an
atrocious lie, without the slightest foun-
dation. Statements of this kind are simply
braggadocio and this braggadocio is re-
peated in the senate of the United
States,

Senator Burton quoted Gen. Funston as
saying that practices of this kind some-
tues were resorted to by the Macabebe
scouls (natives )

"That’s a confession of the truth of the
charges,” shouted Senator Tillman. e
disclaimed, however, any reflections upon
Gen, Ifunston.

Soon afterwards Senator Tillman con-
cluded his remarks.

Scarcely had he resumed his seat when
there was enacted oue of the most sensa-
tional scenes ever witnessed in the his-
tory of the United Stales Benate,

MCLAURIN ENTKERS THIE RING,

Pale to the lips aud trembling with the
emotion which in vaiv lie endeavored to
control, Senator MaIaurin, of Houth Car-
olina, rose and addressed the Senate,
speaking to a question of personal privi-
lege. Instantly a hush fell over the Sen-
ate and over the people in the thronged
galleries, ‘The very atmosphere seemed
surcharged with  excitement.  With
breathless interest the auditors both on
the floor and in the galleries huyng 11110“
every word uyttered hy the South Carolina
Scnator, under

Despite the emotion

- which he was laboring Senator McLauwi in

secemed to be the calmest man in
the chamber. He spoke with de-
liberation and hisenunciation was clear
and distingt, Fvery word he ullered
secmed to be felt, as well as heard, in the
remotest parts of the historic old ha'l.

““Mr. Pregident,” lie began, ‘I rise toa
question of special privilege.”

He had voiced less than a dozen words,
yet the excitement by this time was in-
tense, All seemed to realize that a por-
tenlous event was about to happen. Sen-
ator Scolt, of West Virginia, moved rest-
lessly about in the rear of the chamber
and Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms B. W,
Layton rose from his seat asif to listen
the hetfer to what was about to be said.

WITA'l' SENATOR MCLAURIN S8AID,

“During my absence,” continued Sen-
ator McLawin, “a few moments ago
from the Senate chamber in altendance
upon the committee on Indian affairs, \he
Senatgr who has just taken his seat (Sen-
ator Tillman) daid that jmproper influen-
ces had bepn used in changing the vole
of somebody on that treaty, and then
went on later and said that it avplied to
the Senator from South Carolina, who
had been given the patronage in that
State, I think I got the aense of the con-
troversy.”

Still controlling himselt with an eftfort,
but still speaking very calmly and with
a carefully modulated tone, Senator Me-
Laurin said, and his words cut through
the Senate chamber like a kuife:

“I desire to state, Mr. President, I
would not use as strong language as I in-
tend had I not soon after the Senate met
replied to these insinuations and said that
they were untrue,

I now say,”” continued Senator Me-
Laurin with distinet emphasts upon every
word and half turying towards his col-
league (Senator Tillman) who satin the
same row, only three seats away, ‘“that
the statement is 4 wilfyl, malicious and
deliberate lie."

Senator Mclaurin got no further with
his statement.

TILLMAN STRIKHS FIRST BLOW,

Senator Tillman, who was occupying
his repular seat on the main aisle, sprang
with tiger-like ferocity at his colleague.
Senator Teller, of Colorado, who was sit-
ting at his desk between the two South
Carolina Senators, was swept aside with-
out Ccrcmour Indeed, the infuriated
Tillman climbed over him in his efforl to
reach Senator McLaurin, Without the
slightest hesitation Seonator McLaurin
sprang to meet the attack half way. Sen-
ator Tillman aimed a wild blow at his col-
league with his right fist. It landed upon
Senator McLayrin's forehead, just-above
the left eye, although its force was par-
tially spent upan Senator Mcelaurin's
arm, which he raised in an effort to parry
the blow.

MCLAURIN HITH DACK,

Instantly Senator McLaurin's right arm
shot out, the blow landing upon Henator
Tillman’s face, u_p}mreut]y upon the nose,
Again Senator Tillman struck out franti-
cally, this time with his lef. hand. The
blow did not land upon Senator McLau-
rin. Then followed a wild scrimmnage,
both Senators clutching at each other
madly.

Senators Warren and Scott, both of
whom are powerful men, rushed toward
the combatants to separate them. As-
sistant Sergeant-at-Arms Layton sprang
over desks in his effort to regeh the bel-
ligerent Senators

Just as he seized Senator Melam .n
Senator Tillman aimed a Ieft-lmndetﬁ)low
at his colleague, which struck Mr. Layton
in the face. Tortunately the blow was
glancing and did no special harm,

THE COMBATANTS SKPARATED,

Mr Layton tore them apart, Both Sen-
ators still were stiiking at each other,
someof the blows landing upon Mr. L.y-

o1,

: !l\n jnstant lafer the angry Senators
were pinjoned in the arms of Henalors
Scott andd Warren, They were dragged
further apart, although they still made
{neffectual efforts to reach each other,
Itinally they were forced into their seats,

Senator McLaurin, lhuth very pale,
seemed to be the ealmer of the two. Sen-
ator Tillman was as white as asheet. As
he sat in his seat he drew his handker-
chief from his pocket and wipcd bl »d
from his face, thatl seemingly was flowing
slightly from his no«e. Until that time
it had not been supposed that hlood had
been drawu in the encounter,

During the fight Senatora all over the
chamber were on their feet, Nol a word,
however, was spoken, The Senate never
in its history had received such a shock.

AVTER TIHI RIGIT.

The President pro tem (Senator Frye)
was the first to regain composute, In
calm and impassioned tones he directed
that the Henate be in order. He rapped
sharply two or three times with his gavel

Senator Burton, of Kansas, interrupted

and in a few minutes a semblance of or-
der was obtained, although Senators, hav-
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ing by this time partially recovered from
the shock, moved hurriedly about the
chamber,

Senator Gallinger was first o address
the Chair, “Mr. President, I asa thatthe
doors be closed.”  Again the President
pro tem requested the Senate to be inor-
der and that Seuators resume their seats.

It was reserved for Senator Pritchard,
of North Carolinga, ina measure to relieve
the strain under which all were laboring:.

Le desired to address the Senate on the
pending Philippines bili and, calling for
the attention of the Chair, he said:

"“Ifthe Senator from South Carolina
(Senator MeLaurin) has concluded —

He was interrupted by Senator Melau-
rin, who said very ecalmly: “I will now
proceed with my remarks, which were
unceremoniously interrupted,”

“1 call the Senator from South Carolina
Lo order,” interrupted Senator Teller,

“Which one of the Senators?'’ inguired
Senator McLaurin with some asperity.

""This one," said Senator Teller, indic-
ting Senator McLaurin, “*And the other
one, too, for that matter,”

“Mr. President,” interjected Semutor
Foraker, I join in that '™ “Surely," he
continued, with great feeling, his face yet
pale with excitement, “‘there is someway
Lo protect the dignity of this body.”

“'Certlainly,” said Senator Burrows, who
had been eudeavoring  vainly to get the
eye of the Chair.  “"And the Scnate can
not let this thing pass, Mr, President.”

“Mr. President,” again said Seuator
Gallinger, I asked that the doors be
closed,"

“Mr. President,’ said Senator Foraker,
who had moved into the main aisle, *‘I
move that the Senate go into  execulive
session. "

Without comment, every Seunator labor-
ing yet under the emotion which all en-
deavored to conceal, the motion was
agreed to and at 2:52 the doors were
closed.

HOTIT SENATORS IN CONTEMPT,

The proceedings after the doors were
cloged covered almost two hours of time
and resulted in the adoption of a resolu-
tion in the form of an order as follows:
“Ordered, that the two senators from
the State of South Carolina be declared
in contempt of the senate on account of
the altercation and personal encounter
between them this day, in open sessiou,
and that the matter be referred to the
committee on privilepes and elections,
with instructions to report what aclion
shall be taken by the senate in regard
therela, '

The discussion which occurred in the
seeret session was based largely upon the
above resolution, the first sugpestion of
which was made by Senator oraker
In presenting the resolution immedintely
after the doors of the chamber were
closed, Hengtor Fornker Look accasion o
remark that the occurrence had been an
outrage upon the dignity of the senate,
of which the senate should take cogni-
ance,

Senator Hoar endorsed the resolution
of Senator Foraker, but said he thought
the action of the Senate should be more
explicit than contemplated by the reso-
lution.  IHe therefore moved to amend
it by ordering the two Senators from
South Carolina be declared in contempt
by the Benate for disorderly conduct and
speech in its presence, and that both
should be taken into cystody., Insup-
port of this amendment he sgid that
any Court or any other parliamentary
hody would commit men for so  grave an
offence against its dignity to await its
judgment, The reference of the matter
to a commitlee wonld be, be said, ona
line with g Court's reference to an andi-
tor ar u referee, nnd Lhe offenders should
be restrained during the investigation,

NOTH WILLING TO APOLOGIZE,
HSenator Blackburn and other Senators
then s ated that the two South Carolina
Senators were willing to apologize, and
thus purge themselves of l‘le contempt,
and in view of this statement Senator
Hoar withdrew the portion of his amend-
ment providing for their commitment,
Senaior Foraker then accepted the
amendment of Senator IHoar amd il was
embodied in the resolution, Before the
vote was taken a number of Senators
spoke, and while there were many lind
utt rances regarding both Seunators
there was 1o exception in theopin-
ivns  expressed as  to the gravity and
serionsness of the offenge, A‘nwng the
Senators who thys delivered themselves
were Messrs Teller, Ifairbanks, Hanna,
Blackburn and Spooner.

Henator Hanna suggested that, serious
ag had been the encountey in the Senale,
it was not so grave as the charge of mis-
conduet made against Senator Mcl.au-
rin, and he thought that an investigation
undeilaken should exterd to that matter,

Senator Teller, while uniting with
othier Senators in deprecating the oceur-
rence, said that it was not unprecedent-
ed, that there had been other similar af-
fairs on the floor of the Senate, and in-
stanced among others the encounter be-
tween Senators Benton and Toote He
also suggested that Senator Spooner was
not entirely blameless for Lo-day’s occyr-
ance, because by his interrogatories
e had proyoked Senator Tillman Lo
make explicitly the charges which had
heen vagyely made before lis inter-
ference in the debale,

Replying to this statement, Senator
Spoouer said that he had been of the
opinion that Henator 7Ti'lman shoull
either make his changes or move for an
inguiry by the Senate if he believed them
Lo cwcl[v foynded. There was much
discussion as to whether the voteon the
Foraker amendment shoyld be taken in
open or in secret session. A motion
was made hy Senator Teller looking Lo
the opening  of the door§.  This was
voted down—I18 to 42.

The Republican Sena‘ors generally ex-
pressed themselves as willing to hear the
apologies promised, but generally insis-
ted that there should be first action on
the resolution.

On the sugge-tion of Henator Bacon
there was a division of the two branches
of the question.  The first vote was ta-
ken on the declaration that the two Sen-
alors were in contempt, and it prevailed
by a unanimous vote of 61 to o ona roll-
call  The remainder of the resolution,
referring to  the matter to the committee
on privileges and elections, was adopted
without a roll-call,

Both the South Carolina Senators re-
mained in their seats during the entire
secret session,  They conferred occas-
sionally with their fiiends, bul neither
made an attempt to address the Senate,

IN OPKN SKHSSION AGAIN,

After the secret session the Senate at
5.15 resumed business in open session.

Lvidence was abundant that the secret
session had been more or less exciting.
Nearly every Senator in the ehhamber was
on his feet. Groups of Senators were
gathered hiere and there about the cham
ber, all discussing the portentious event
which hah lhruwnlhut(igniliud body into
a fervent.

As soon as order could be restored Sen-
ator Blackburn said that as the seal of
secrecy had been removed from the se-
cret session just held, he was at liberty
to say that during that session he had
made a statement to the Senate of what
the Senator of South Carolina (Tillman)
was prepared and pleased Lo say 1o the
Senate.  Ile explained that both Sen-
ators from South Carolinn had been de-
clared by the Senate to be in contempt,
What he desires now .to know, and he
wanted the Chair to rule upon the point,
was  whether any statement could be
mnde to the Senale in open sesston by
cither of the Senators while they were
in contempt of the Senate,

Senator Foraker interrupted to sugpest
that unanimous consent be given o
the Senators to nuke their stalement.

A QUESTION OR ORDNR,

Senator Blackbmrn  declined to hear
for n moment any suggestion that unan-
imous consent to be given them to ad-
dress the Senate.  That they were in
contempt  all Senators-—all the world
—now knew,  What he wanled to know
was whether Senators in contempt could
address the Senate, not as a matter of
courtesy, but as a matter of right?> On
that point he demanded o ruling by the
chair,

The discussion on this question was
(uite loug, and was participated in by
Senator Blackburn, Senator Patterson,
Senator Foraker and Senator  Teller,

THE SPEAKER'S DECISION,
Other senators showed a disposition to
discuss the subject further, but President
Pro Tem Frye announced that he was
ready Lo rule, and suid:

“While these two senators are declared
to be in contempt the chair could not
recognize either if he should rise and ad-
dress the chair, but on motion made by
any senator that they be heard the chair
would recognize the senator making the
motion and would hold that the motion
wits in order.  In the ordinary transgres-
sion of the rules or violation of order the
senator violating it must take his chair
and he eannot be recognized by the pre-
sidingr officer again until the senate has
relieved him of that by motion. Of
course the senators from South Carolina
can be relieved from the condition in
which they arcfuow so far as recognition
by the chair is concerned by a motion
and by a majority vote. What will hap-
pen after the two senators have purged
themselves so far as it is possible of the
cantempt the chair will be prepared to
rule whenever that question is raised,”

At the conclusion of the ruling of
President ¥Frye Senator Blackburn said:

1 move that the senior senator from
South Carolina be given the floor,”

HWhy one senator from South Caroli-
nn?'! interjected Senantor Spooner,

“I move that the two  senators from
South Carolina—'" began Senator Blagk-
burn,

“That's right," said Senator Spooner,
Y—-be given the floor,” continued Sena-
tor Blackburn, *“to make any statement
in their own way 1o the senate Lo purge
themselves of the contempt,”

The motion was carricd.

In a breathless silence Senator Tillman
rose o address the senate.  He was calm
and collected and gave no indication by
his manner of the tremendous scene in
which he had been one of the principal
aclors hut a shart time before  Hespoke
deliberately and either one of the hun-
dreds of the auditors leaned forward
eagerly to cateh his words.  Said he:

SHNATOR TILLMAN'S AFOLOGY,

“Mr. President: I have always es-
teemed it an honor and privilege to be a
member of this body. I had never had
any legislative experience when I came
here and my previous service ns governor
of South Carolina for four years had un-
fitted me in a measure to enter this au-
gust assembly with that dignity and re-
gard, proper regard, I will say, for its
traditions and habits and rules that is
desirable,

“I have been here seven years, | have
in that time learned to judge men with a
little more catholicity of spirit than I did
when [ eame here. T have found a great
many people here in whose personal in-
tegrity and honor and regard for their
obligations as gentlemen I have implicit
confidence; but I have seen so much of
partisanship, 1 have seen so much of
what I consider slavish snbmission to
parly domination, that I confess I have
felt somewhat at a loss how to ijudgc men
who in one aspect appeared to be so high
and clean and honorable and in another
appeared more or less despicable. T say
thia because of the fact that one of the
senators has seen fit to allude to some
matters that occurred in the debate this
afternoon. I now want to say that so far
as any action of mine has caused any
senator here. or the senate as a body, or
the I;mplc of the United Statesto feel
that T have been derelict, and that I have
not shown that courlesy and proper ob
servance of the rules of this body, that T
regrel ity T apologize for it I was ready
to do that two minutes after I ha'l acted,
but under the provocation which was
known toall of you I could not have
acted otherwise than [ did, and while I
apologize to the senate and a'n sorry that
it has ocourred. I have nothing more to
Bﬂ.y."

SENATOR M'LAURIN'S APOLOGY.

Senator McLaurin rose at the conclu-
sion of Senator Tillman's address e,
too, was calm, but it was evident that he
was suppressing his emotion by an effoi ..
He spoke with greater feeling than had
been manifested by his colleague, particu-
larly when he told the senate how sorely
he had been tried by the accusations
which had been made agzainst him from
time to time. His statement follows:

“Mr. President: I did not realize that
I was in contempt of the senate nor do I
think now il my words are read in the
Record that I was in contempt of the
senate. but at the same time, as the sen-
ate has ruled that T am in contempt of
this honorable body, I beg leave to
apologize,

“1 desire to say, Mr. President, that 1
have been very sorely and severely tried.
I was [n ettendance on the committee on
Tndian afluirs when I received a message
from a friend in the senate that my pres-
ence was needed here,

““T'he history of the vote on the Span-
ish treaty is known to all of you. There
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have been statements made in news-
papers and insinuations that I had been
mflacnced by improper motives i con-
nection with my vete on that treaty,
Knowing in my soul and kunowing that
God in heaven aiso knows that it was
false, when I owas told that it was cen-
tred down to me I was so outraged by
what T considered n most brutal assanit
upon my honor as a man, and especinlly
in view of the fact that in the beginning
of the session, after the netion of my
party associntes, 1 made a most ecareful
and deliberate statement, explaining all
those matters, 1 did not feel, as a man,
that T could ever hold up my head again
if I.did not resent it in the place where it
wias declared, in the strongest and most
foreeful terms, that I could employ.

“With that, Mr. President, 1 am done,
except 1 have this to say: If there is any
more talk of that kind or any more"

As Senator MceLaurin uttered the last
sentences of his address, intimating that
if there was any further effort to press
upon him the aceusations which had been
made against him there might be trouhle,
there was an evident stir 1 the senate.
Hevernl senators rose to their feet, as if
half expeeting a renewed outhreak of
trouble.  Senator Bacon, of Georgin, and
Senator Patterson, of Colorado, hoth of
whom were sitting near NSenator Me-
Laurin, urged him to stop where he was,
Henalor Patterson saying:

“I beg the senator to refrain

T owill refrain then, Mr, President,”
suild Senator McLaurin.  As he resumed
his seat he made an effort to compose
himself as if to dispel any fear on the
part of those about him that it wight have
been his intention to precipitace further
disturbances by any violent comments,

STATUS OF OUR SHNATORS.

The status of Senators Tillman and
MeLaurin is that they are still in con-
tempt of the senate, and only by a vole of
the seunte can either be recognized either
Lo speak or Lo vote ou any question what-
ever. The senate is operating under
clause of Section §, Article 1, of the Con-
stitution, which recites:

“"Each house may determine the rules
of its proceedings, punish members for
disorderly behavior, and with the con-
currence of two-thirds expel a member.”
The senate adopted a resolution de-
claring both Tillman and McLaurin in
contempt, By a vote both were allowed
to make statements in which both apolo-
gized for their actions, But the senate
took no further action, and the resolution
referring the matter to the commitlee on
privileges and clections is still in opera-
tion, and until the committee is dis-
charged or the senate relieves South Caro-
lina senutors of the coutempt, they must
remain silent in the senate, This is the
judgment of all genators who have con-
sidered the guestion and the presiding
oflicer, it is said, will refuse to recognize
their righl Lo participate in the procecd-
ings until the orderof cc  'emptis vacated,
THIE CAUSK LICTLY,

Way down unds it is be-
lieved that the frir Tenator
Thlman and Seon n s due Lo
the fight they are gaped in over
the pending appoinuanents of Mr. Koes-
ter, as clerk of internal revenue, and Post -
masters Richardson, Chaffee and Purcell,
at Greenville, Aiken and Newberry, re-
spectively.  All of the appointments were
made at the instance of Senator Me-
Laurin, and are being hield up in commit-
tee, it is said, indirectly, by Senator Till-
man,

’ ——— =

ROONEVELT'S RULING,

Annonnces ik Conclugion
Behloy Cane,

Prestdont in

Washington, 1'eb. 20.—The Pros-
ident has given his decision in the
matter of the Schley appeul, which
is, to suy the least, diplomatie. Ile
soems Lo have been trying Lo molify
both sides and steer hetwasen tho
two, nnd has most probably ended
by offending both,

All matters before the battle of
Suntiago are considorod as out of
the sphere of inquiry, as, if Schley
was guilty of misconduct, his of-
fences had been condoned by the
silence of bis suporiors. In the bat-
tle ituolf the Prosident thinks that
there was no nctual ecammanders.in
chiof; that it was n captaing’ battle,
He thinks Sehloy’s loop was the
only blunder of the battle; but that
afterwards Sohley did all he conld
have done. He saye that Sumpson
was tochnically commander in-chiof,
and as snch was entitled to his pro-
motion ahead of Schley.

— e i
MH LEVER'S CONTEST,

Hearing Bofore the Kleotion Commbhiles of
the Houss Today,

Washington, Ifeb. 20,—Commit-
tee No. 2 on contested elestions héld
a hearing today on the oave of Dantz
ler v, Stokes, in which the right of
Mr. Lever, eolected to succeed Mr.
Stokes, to a seat in congress is in.
volved. Mr, Moss, of Orangeburg,
appoears for Mr. Lever. Dantzlor is
ropresented by counsel but is not
present himself. Soveral members
of the S8outh Carolina delegation
were presont at the hearing, includ-
ing ILlliott, Talberl, Johnson and
Scarborough.

Mr. A. (. Ilowers, who was the

other day appointed to a clorkship
in the government printing office,
has urrived in Washington from his
home at Samter, 8. C It is slated
that his appointment was made un-
der the oivil service rules. Me,
Flowers is well known to the South
Carolina delegation in congress,

BURSTING WHEEL
KILLS THREE BN,

AVPALLING DISANTER AT YOWER
HOUSE IN SI'ARTvANBURG,

A WhIrHing Whool
Whaol of the Baliway Engiue Rano
Awny nml Flow  to PMlacos Wilh
DIt resatng Losa of Lifo-—-Cauke
I Uneorviain

Buarath— A Il Fly

[ Spurtanburg Journal, 20th. ]
Tho most fatal nceident  that over
ocounrrad in Spartanburg  happened
lust night at 10 o’cloek st the power
house of tho LElectrie  Railway and
Light Co,, whon oneof the (ly wheols
of an ongine ruuniug a dynnmo that
furnishod powor for the ear enrront

bursted snd killod Assistant  Kogin.
vor |, Lawronce Wilson, Gas Makor
Thomas Uike and  Firoman Robort

tho
twinkling of an oyo wore cut down
lilke grass bofore u sey tho by o soo-
tion of tho fly whoel weighing about
200 pounds, their bodios  torn  snd
mauanglod and their lmbs shattored
and amputated,

Sample, eolorod.  Theso moen in

Sumple livad about

fiftoon  minutes  after the physi-
cinns  ronchod  him. DMr. Wilson
Liveel  for soveral hours  and

rotained conseionsnoss and gave  an
intollizoul  neconnt of the
and My, Pike was  still living
moermng,  though uuconscions

neeidont,
this
and
with no chaneo of rocovory, o died
at 1 poom.

Theso mon wore nlonoe al the powoer
house at the timoe of the aceidont and
a8 thore was nobody to L dophone  or

give notico of whot had  ocenrred, it

was somo  Llime  beforoe  anybody
ronchod  the terrible  seano. The
oleatrie  lights wont out  up town
ut onco  and tho  olectrie light
poople  tried  to  telophone  tho
power housoe to loarn  what
wad tho mattor, but, of course'
could got o response. A fireman

from Boanmont Mills was (ho lirst o
ronch the power siation, closely fol-
lowed by Engineer I*. 1L Kuox
Suaperintendent J. C.
othors,

Noreross  and
T'he place wus onvelopod in
darkness and was as still as tho doath
it contuined.  Whon finnlly lightod
tho qeone that mot. tho oyos  of thoro

who had comno boggars deseription.
BODIES OF VICTIME HSOAPTERED,

Ltho

two

Tho bodios of vielims  wore
of the
yurd, u

oloctrie

sonttored  over roOINH
power houso and ot in the
big engine was wrockeod, the
gonerntor smuashed into «

mass and tho roof and

tangled
floor of the
building were torn up by the huge
pioces of the wheol that had
thrown through thom. Big steol
rods and piecos of iron wore twisted
like wires and thosteam chest of the
engine was brokoen opon and throngh
the nperture all the steam in the boil-
ors rushed.  Thin was the canno of
tho shutting down of the lighting
dynamo, which was somo distance
from the place of necidont and
itwelf uninjurod, ne  was the engine
which furnished it power.

By n curious fatality all threa of
tho mon were apparently stunding
al the time the big fly wheel bursted
right in line with it and in the very
place whero its flying piccos camo
with most foree and dostruoction.
Throo foot to oither side of
the unfortunate men stood nothing
was toucho ™ und  they counld have
stood in safoty, but in the path of

the flying missiles from the shattered
and swiftly flying wheol everything

was rnined and every human hoing
slanghtered.  Tho splendid machin-
ory was demolished toy and
the substantinl building baltored
and bruised.

boeon

the

whore

like o

TIHE CGAUSE OF TIL ACOIDENT.

The cnuse of tho horrible accidont,
as is frequently tho case  with sud-
den loss of life nnd destruction of
property, will probably never be dof-
initely known, lingineor Wilson be-
foro his death told his brother, Chief
ingineer Wilson, of the eiroum-

stancos preceding the acecident. 1le
had noticod s short time before the
bursting of the wheel that the

governor was not working properly
and was giving out a knoeking sound
and did not seem to be regulating
the spood of the big engineas it
phould, 1o telephoned this fact to
his brother, the chief engineoer, and

wad inotructod to shift the load over
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1o the resorve ongnne, known as No.
3, thoone that  was giving trouble
boing cullod No. 4, Mr, Wilson
thoroupon started up the No. 3 en-

gino and poing to  the  switehboard
changed thoe  load bofore stopping
No. 4, tho ongine thal wna giving
troublo. It is supposed that as soon
a8 the ongino was rolonsed of its lond
tho governor, which hnd just shown
itsolf to bo out of ordor, failed to ent
down tho stoaum necordingly and tho
engine “run away," as the oaying is.
Thin onormously inerensod  the con-
trifugal foreo always prosent in ro-
volving wheols nnd the wheol flow to
piocos.

Howover, it did nol do so until
Mr. Wilson had  titan to walk from
tho switehboard back to tho throttlo
valvo, which is just behind the swiftly
whirling wheel. Ho told his brother
that ho remoembered putting his hand
on the valve to turn off  the steam,
but romomberad nothing further, 1t
is bolioved that Mr. Dike, who was
the gas man and had no  daties in
the engine room, was atbractod thithor
by the unusual noise of the engine
running too fast  and
what was tho maltor,

came to Boo
Tho ecolorad
firoman, whose work was in tho boiler
room adjoining, probably enme to aid
tho ougineor in shutting ofl the steam
as il was nocossary to closo o valve
undor thoe floor nlso and this tho no-

gro usnnlly attanded to.  Anyhow,
all throe of tho men  wore standing
closo to ench othor  when the acei-

dent oconrrad and wore injured in

vory much the same manner.
NATURE OF THE INJURIEH,
Mr. Wilson and the negro both
hud their logs cut off smooth by thoe
flying soction of tho wheel rim, Mr.
Wilson’s sovered  limb  was carriod
into the boiler room, and Sample's
log was thrown  through the boiler
room nnd out of o window into  the

romdway outside the building and thoe

shoo torn from it.  Whon found it
wns 70 fooi  [rom whore the man
slood at the time ho was struek,.  He

was the worst manglod of the threo
and died first.  Mr. Wilson as statoed,
livod for sovoral hours and
possossion of

rotninod
his facultios  and was
ublo to nareato Lo his  brother the
oircumstancos of the tragody. DBe-
sidos the losy of his log he had s
hip erushod in and complained  be-
fore he died of 4 soroness or pain in
his nbdomoen.  Mr, Pike’s most so-

w1 the Traeture of his
skall on both sidoes,

rions wonned

His logs  woro
shnttaroad, bat not severad. o is n
nutivo of this connty and loaves n
wifo  nnd o ehild.  Mr. Wilson had
for i numbor of years resided in

Kunsng and  had not beon in- Spar-

tuuburg but o fow months.  Ilo
lonves nowifo,
The eleetric  light  pouple sum-

monaod physicinns nnd did evorything
possiblo for the wounded men, but
thoy wore hoyond hope of aid or re-
liof.  "T'he nccidont is grontly regrot-
tod by them and is distrossing to the
public gonernlly as well as the frionds
of the dond moen.  T'he rallway com-
pany has always taken overy possi-
ble proenution to gnard the lives nnd
safoty of its employoes and the pub-
lie, but this was an necidont, which,
it geoms, coulidd not have been
vonted

pre-
e
FUNERAL O A %160 MAN,

Barlod In the Largest Coflin Tant Wie Kver
Mo,

Now York, I'eb. 20.—Dennis La.
hey, a Laurel Hill florist, who was
buried in Calvary comotory, weighed
689 pounds, and was regarded ns
the heaviest man in the State. He
was 80 yours old and was the son of
Dr, 8alvator P, Liahoy, a Manhattan
physician.  I'rom his infaney he was
corpuloent, and he tried various meth-
ods without sucecoss to reduco hig
woight. He contracted pneumonia

on Tuenday of lnst week and went to
bed in hig room in MeGarry’s holel,
T'wo doctors were summoned. but he
died,

Tho ooflin was the largest ever
made by a coffin  company in Wil-
linmsburg. Its length was sevon
foot, width thirty-two inches and
dopth thirty aud one half inches.
Threo-inch sorews kept it braced to-
gother on the inside to prevent the
bottom from falling out. The com-
bined weight of the coffin and body

was almost 1,000 pounds,



